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How to seek and find the Lord (the way to pray)

"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you." Matthew 6.33

Mark 10.46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great
number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging.

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son
of David, have mercy on me.

48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou
son of David, have mercy on me.

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying
unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that | should do unto thee? The blind
man said unto him, Lord, that | might receive my sight.

52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he
received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

The blind man felt his need, cried out to God in faith. Jesus called him. The man CAST AWAY HIS
GARMENT (a picture of the inadequacy of our own 'good' works, and all the worldly things we cling
to), came to Jesus and was healed. Then he followed Him. This is a picture of salvation, and stories
like this are included in the gospels as a picture of spiritual healing, not only physical healing. We are
all spiritually blind before we come to Him.

Gen 32.24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, | will not let thee go, except thou
bless me.

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou
power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, | pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that
thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there.

This is a picture of how we should wrestle in prayer and NOT GIVE UP until we have received the
blessing of salvation.

James 4.4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity
with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

The adultery word is used because if we love the world more than God, and would give up God
before we let go of our true loves in the world, then we are spiritually UNFAITHFUL to our creator.
This is breaking the sixth commandment. This is why we are to cry out for forgiveness with true
repentance in prayer.



Extract from THE POOR MAN’S FRIEND Delivered by C.H. Spurgeon at the
Metropolitan Tabernacle.

"For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper." - Psalm 72:12

He shall deliver the needy when he crieth. Ah! while | have been preaching there may have been some
poor child of God here who has said, "I am poor and needy, and | am in great distress, but | have not
been delivered." And there may be some sinner here who has said, "God has taught me my poverty and
need, and | know | have no helper, but | cannot find | have been delivered." Perhaps, dear friends, you
have been praying for months, praying very bitterly too, after a sort, and you have been desirous that you
might find mercy. God's time, when will it come? Well, it will come when you cry. That is something more,
| take it, than a mere ordinary prayer. A child asks you for something, and you may perhaps deny it; but
you know there is a difference between asking for a thing and crying for a thing. Oh, when you get so that
you must have it, and your heart breaks for it, when your needs are so extreme that you cannot stand up
under them - well, now, it comes to this, that you must have Christ or perish. "Give me Christ or else |
die," when it seems as if you could not put your prayer into words any more, that you could only fall at the
foot of the cross, and say, "O God, | cannot pray, but my very soul groans after thee, to have mercy upon
me," then is the time, then is the time, but not till then, when God will deliver you. The Lord loves to hear
the prayers of his people, and he sometimes keeps them waiting at the posts of his door, that they may
pray more.lt is always a blessing for us to pray as well as to get the answer to prayer. Prayer is in itself a
blessing.When the Lord hears us knock faintly at the door, he does not open; we may knock and knock
again - he likes us to knock; it does us good to knock. But when it comes to this, that it is all knocking with
us, and our very soul and body seem to knock, and our heart and flesh cry after God, the living God:
when we shall thus come to appear before God, and open our mouth and pant vehemently for the mercy
he has promised, then it will come. When thou canst not take a denial, thou shalt not have a denial. The
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. There is none so violent as the
man who is in desperate need.There is a person who has been without bread many hours, and he asks
you for charity in the street. You would pass him by, but he is famished, and he says, "Oh give me bread!
| die." He compels you to it. And such is the prayer that prevails with God. When the soul cannot wait,
dare not wait, fears lest it should shut its eyes and open them in hell. Oh! God will not keep such a soul
long waiting. | am always glad when | hear of convinced souls saying, "I went up into my chamber with
the resolution that | would never come down again till | had found the Savior." | always delight to hear of
men and women who say, "l went upon my knees and cried to him, saying, | will not let thee go except
thou bless me." He will bless thee. If thou wilt let him go, he will go, but if thou wilt not let him go, thou
shalt have thy request of him. "But who am [," saith one, "that | should plead thus? | have no right to hold
him thus." 'Tis true, but when a man is hungry, when a man is dying, he does not think of rights. He holds
you right or wrong. His need is his right. Poor soul, go and plead your need before God. Plead your sin,
tell him you are wretched and undone without his sovereign grace. Use the strange argument which
David used, the strangest in all the world, "For thy name's sake, O Lord! pardon mine iniquity, for it is
great." Plead the very greatness of your sin as a reason for mercy; the damnable character of your sin;
the certainty that you will soon be cast into hell, the fact that he might justly drive you from his presence
for ever; plead all that before him; and say, "Lord, if ever the heights and depths of thy grace might be
seen in saving an undeserving soul, | am just that one. If thy mercy wants to honor itself by saving the
most undeserving, ill deserving, hell deserving sinner that ever lived, Lord, | am the man. If thou wantest
a platform on which to erect a monument of infinite grace, that men shall stand and wonder, and angels
shall gaze on it with astonishment, Lord, here am I. If thou wantest emptiness, here is one who is all
emptiness. If thou as the good physician wantest a bad case, a glaring case, a desperate case, to
operate on, thou wilt never have a worse case than mine. O God, turn aside and have pity upon me, and
show thy mighty power." This is the way to plead. Not your merits - they will never get a hearing, but your
misery, your sin, your guiltiness before God - these are the arguments. And then if faith can come in and
plead the blood, and say, "Didst thou not send thy Son to save sinners?" has he not said he came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance? Is it not written that the Son of Man is come to seek and to
save not the good, but that which was lost? Oh! if you can plead the blood in that fashion, you will not fail.
His name is the Savior - he came to save his people from their sins. He died for the ungodly, he justifieth
the ungodly - the unrighteous he makes righteous through his own merits. If you can plead this, oh, then,
you shall not long wait, for though God does not deliver till we cry, yet he does deliver when we cry. "He
will deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper.” Oh, what a mercy it is
when the tide is ebbed right out, and there is nothing left. It will turn now, it will turn now. The streams of
grace will turn now. When you are empty, when you are overwhelmed, when you are like a dish wiped
out, and there is not anything good left in you - now will God come to you. The darkest part of the night is
that which precedes the dawn of the day. When God has killed you, he will make you live. When he has
wounded you through and through, he will come to your healing.



