The Bod ond Good News.

Good doy to you. Allow me First +o apolggize for the offence thot you will
nevitably be tempted to take os o result of the message | bring to you toddy. |,
liKe you | suspect; try o owoid conflict as for as | can, but sometinmes i+ is +Arust
wporn us, Ond we can do little to owoid it In fact your contlict is not with me, o5
[ onr O mon who Krnows your stote and condition, becouse | once shored i+ with
you. No, your contlict is with One whomt o wor a4904nst s Qs futile as a speck of
dust Fighting with the Sun. But in the spirit of humon Kinship | am compelled to
bring you some news of O double azpect.

I is common For choritable men to 05K if one would (iKe +he Yood or the bod
news First.  But with news of my sort Im otraid the bod adways comes First liKe
midnight betore down. The bad news s to remind you of the tragic events of the
post. SMZ)/ no longer remembered, or believed by so mosy. But its repercussions ore
evident every day in our wilderness world, in the miseroble history ot humanity. So
we must fake some time out of our busy lives to discuss this bod rews. News which
hos o ominous sownd liKe the crocKle in the air just before the (jghtning strikes
in_judgement. It is news of a terrible Fodl. A Foll so bod it resulted in death.
Gut i+ would be on inadeguote commenmorotion to morkK it by building even ten
Fhousond growvestones, the number being 0o woetul underestimotion.

There are of course those who do not want this news spoKen of. They twist and
squirm in Fheir Ottempts to Owoid the Finger of blame pointing in their direction.  So
%Ae/v picK ot detoils in /-/u'ﬂl/v veiled ad Aominem O4H0CKs — such os - ‘/‘/16)/ don't
liKe the tone of voice of the messenger, or Ais Aandwriting. This s done in order to
deflect the thrust of the message From striking the heart. | suspect even row,
minds Qre scrombling to criticise, and judge, when it is rot me, but the messoge
thot Mﬁt&((/ Judges us.

WA/V do people do this?
Becouse while +he humon heort is hoard os a- stone, i+ 0ds0 Aos +hot weok ress
that often accompanies hordness — namely it is brittle. And words will odwoys
retoin their power. Especiolly when it is the Word of God. SticKs and stones moy
break bones, but Bible words moy break heorts. These words give meaning to
meaning, O redson for redson, and, for those with ears to heor, they give the
enunciotion of truth.  And the truth s there is something terribly wrong with
hamanity isn't there?  Cruelty and injustice, selfishness ond pride. And where once
in the First gordesn you hod the Freedom +o act, think, ond speak as you willed,
you oxe row lame and blind, and principodities ond powers coerce your can/ar/w/fy
ond solicit your submission. They s0y O 'watching pot never bols, but the couldron
of humon iniguity boils over becouse tew are watching. Or should | say reading”
Reading words (iKe Komons 2.5 "But atter thy hordness and impenitent heort



freasurest wp unto thyself wrath ogainst the day of wroth and revelation of the
righteons judgment of God'

How did this Aappen? Who's to blome? Well certainly there are those more
responsible thon ofhers, and they will be held accountoble, but ag90.4n truth be told,
it you're looK'ing for the jmb‘/v, you reed an(/v looK into o mijrror. | Kriow you were
tempted into unrighteousness, and ever since then it comes noturodly. Seen//mﬂ/v
Aormless selfishness and greed con couse 0o war. Simple temptotion, disloyodty and
lust con break, not only hearts, but Families, ond Kingdoms, oport. There were o
M)///’M of influences which conspired to aar’r’upv‘ your redson and rob you of your
common sense. Sin got the better of you, and in your gnoronce of this message you
turned to the prince of this world. He promised you pleasure, he promised you
Knowledge, and lite, ond oll he demonded in return wos your silent obedience,
service, worship, ord consent. However, he doesn't K eep promises, ond +his messoge
seeks fo end your silence, to remind pegple of whaot they howe forgotten, and couse
them to utter trembling words. Your silence is broKen by the power of proyer.

More +hon two thousond years dgo a great Fellow of ours wished to embed on
event forever in our memory. s Ogreement with His Fother wos fo redeem His
lost sheep. TRt the world might see +hat love, forgiveness, justice, ond mercy are
more thon words, they are octions, So it you see nothing, it the crimes of this
hamon roce remain wnknown to you, then | would suggest you are already in o
Jrowe unmorKed. But //)/au see whot | see, if you teel as | feel, aond i you would
seek as | Aawe sought, then | 05K you to swollow your pride ond Foolish _judgements,
ond turn to bow hambly betore the Judge of judges. And plead the only plea- that
con be acceptoble. - The good rews thot this Fellow Mon was the Divine
Substitute of 0l who put their trust in Him. Their Socritice, their Resurrection
From an eorthly grove, ond their Lite From o- living death (Romons 3.21-26). You
may +okKe His work For yourselt in Faith, there is no thett in +his. For a beygar
Aos nothing to give, 50 must /ree[/ receive from the hond of a willing benetactor.
As God is such o Benetoctor, i+ would be o grove, offensive /all/v to suppose we
could offer M)/*Am\y. Insteod Know +hot you must receive everything — grodtis.
Without this 9ift a traveller must remain on thot widest of roads leading towards
the worst of destinotions. Nonetheless, +here is masy Q- slip betwixt cap ond Lip',
0nd becouse the cup of wrath Aas been drunk to the (ast drop by +his 'second
Adant, +hen you may slip ot Hhot rood onto 0o noarower Poth, of which rone is
straghter, ond thot leads to the best of destinotions.

[ odone cannot persuade you of this great Truth, but there is One who [ Proy will
do that work in 0 heart which, instead of being brittle and broKen, will beat -
softening in sodvotion. And thus for you oo new doy will doawn in o promised lond.

Respectfully
A Servant messenger
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